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agienaees radio broadcasts as a source of international intelligence 
was a development of World Wer II, No such service existed prior to the 
late 1930s when the BBC established a monitoring post in London. By the end 
ef 1940 American officials had become impressed with the desireability of 
establishing a monitoring service similar to that of the BBC and other 
Governments, Certein private agencies in the United States were algo 


monitoring foreign broadcasts but their reports were not readily available 


to government agencies, 

In December 1940 the State Department suggested informally to the 
President. that some such service be est. blished, Gn January 3, 1941; 
at the suggestion of President Roosevelt, the question was Speaent to the 


attention of the Board of Wer Communications by Breckinridge Long, Assistant 


eh 


Secretary of State. Because it had the engineering personnel, equipment 
and-experience FCC was.sim selected to perform the monitoring function, i 
A resolution adopted by the Board on January 13 direeted FCC to present 
plans for establishment of listening posts, At the January 21 meeting 

the plans were approved and a request for funds sent by the Board to the 
President. On February 25 the President allocated $150,000 to FCC from 
funds wade available to him in the Military Appropriations Act of 1941 
and on Februery 26 the FCC formally authorized est..blishment of a : 
broadcast monitoring service. 
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Actually the operating history of the organisation created eee 2 
sdminietr. tive history by 3 few months for FCG engineers were recording 
proadcasts in the fall of 1940+ This recording program was first ane 
fined to domestic foreign langusg® programs which were believed to 
reflect the Axcis propaganda Lins, The Program wae expanded in January 
1941 to a4nciude proadeasts emanating from foreign transmitters and 
directed to this country. The program was operated by the International 
pivision of Fcc which gnerensed ite staff of translators and arranged 
for office space in a building on F st4cet northeast. Following 
gnauguration of the Foreign Broadcast Monitoring Service, as it was 


5 

} then known, om February 26 the work of recording and pranslating 
| | 

' aomestic and foreign proadcasts was assigned to it. The staff of 


translators and office space were transferred to FEMS. 


Aside fron the engineering aspects of FBMS operations there does 


not appear to have been any conerete plan for the organization until 


ST ? 
ATINTL after the arrival ot a’ the firet administrative 
STATINTL 
officer. = os came from the es in 
See STATINTL 


varoh. During the interia ot international Division 


combssned pose + the recruitment of translators and transcribers. 
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QEORNT Not until June was EE eprotntea Director. 
f 
x In the period following February 26 the engineers planned to set 
i : 
STATINTL up six listening poste. [EMM wes to pick up broadcasts 


from Latin America, Asiatic Russia end the Far East; 90 stavinti 
broadeaste from Asia and Latin America; I european statinte 
and Russian shortwave broadcasts as well as certain transmissions from 

AGuth and Mest Africa and ‘ustralia; ME transmissions STATINTL 
from Europe, Central and Sout.. Anerica; MD iexico and 9 STATINTL 


STATINTL Central Americas and Po mpecific European, Asiatic 


and Letin American transmissiongs, To aimplify the problem of 

commmications between the field and jiashington offices, the ee. rere 
STATINTL and wore eliminated anc (I took on the additional STATINTL 

programs. 

Foc 
Therefora\ engineering personnel at these posts were assigned 

the task of recording international short wave broadeasts, These men were 

members of the RID staff but were designated as Broadcast Recording 

Unit (or BRU) personnel, In most cases they carried on their work on 

On 
RID property, ‘SauumewM July 1, 1944, Gi these engineers were 


transferred to the FBIS staff. 
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Recording of broat.astea at the field posts waa convyamed, although 
in a somewhst restricted fashion, until the end of the war, Up until 
March 1943 engineers recorded on Memovox dises all ;rograms monitored. 
This took considerable time that might have been spent in tuning in 
programs and in cruising for new tranamitters and programs. After 
March 1943 vescrdtnge were made only for broadcasta from Rome, Berlin 
and Tokye. These were mailed from the field stations to Washington 
where they were filed, 
| The function of monitoring as distinguished from recording, trans- 
lating and reporting on broadcasts was not introduced until October 1941. 
During the first months all broadcasts were translated in full. The 
process of monitoring was adapted by I) cron a system develop ed 9 STATINTL 
by the BBC and became a basio one in the operations cf FBIS, It consisted 
of sumarizing a given item or speech while the broadcast was coming 
over the air, This enabled the monitor who heard a broadcast or news 
item which aeemed to him to be particularly significant to get it te 
other divisions with greater speed. He usually informed the mohitoring 
supervisor about the content of the item and could turn to and translate 
it immediately without waiting for the end of the program. The ann ouncement 
could then be given to the wire editors and moved on to other government 
agencies with a minimm amount of elapsed time, s@émea fis broadcast 
was also being recorded eimol taneously” the translator dould later translate 
the full material if desired, The ajeten also made it possible to reduce 
the amount of translation since repeated or old items could be eliminated, 
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Since the process was new to government it was almost 4mpossible | 
to hire experienced personnel, This difficulty was overcome by 
training translators. 

‘During the formative period the typists » editors, translators and 
other personnel were allocated on what appears to have been a fairly 
informal basis for no divisions had been established as yet. Early 


thd . 
plans, for setting up of Report and Analysis sections and the Report 


Section came into being with the employment of the first editor, MM cpatri 


ee = /y- The translators, as did other units, continued to 


work under the more or less Qirect supervision of Analysts weDéATINTL 


assigned to the Report Section put actually worked under mum ord |= SATINTL 


The translators continued to work under the supervision of ee 


singgtl 


ed 
although individuals were xageihied out for gupervisorial duties from 
time to time. Unsuccessful attempts were made throughout the summer 


months to find a chief and two assistants for the embryonic division. 


A 
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Finally, in November, two assistant chiefa were appointed from the 
staff and a Chief was appointed in December when EE = STATINTL 
joined the staff, 

This difficulty in recruiting personnel for the translation 
steff wes duplicated in other divisions but not in the same degree, 

The ites difficulty appears to have been that Civil Service Commission 
examinations for translators did not test an individual's competence 
in translating the spoken, as distinguished from the written, 
language, The importance of this distinction was regognized early in 
the history of the organization and permiesion was finally secured 

to hire persons not on established registers, After that applicants 
were tested by the FCC which had been. conducting such tests since 

the # fall of 1940. 

Analysts were alse among those recruited in the spring and 
aummer of 1941 and this process, too, encountered concrete obstacles 
resulting from civil service regulations. As was the case with-qugpiees 
mi tanelators, the persons named on civil service registers did not 


possess the exact qualifications required since the work wes new in 


overnment circles, However, the small group of analyse ie 
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under the supervision of stunned out analyses during the 
summer and fall of 1941. With the arrival of MM chier 9 S7AT/NTL 
analyst, in Novenber, the Division took on more concrete form. 

Difficulties in securing trained personnel and adequate equipment 
caused postponerent of the formal start of operations although the 
recordin: and translation of broadcasts was already in progress. 
Engineers at the field gtations sent. the records of broadcasts in to 
Washington for translation and distribution. In the case of ee waa STATINTL 
the records were picked up by truck once or twice dally but the 
more distant stations relied upon Air Express. After translation 
in Washington the transcripts were mais and distributed to 
interested agenci.s, This method of distribution was a carry over 
from the period prior to June 1941 when FCC engineers made copies of 
broadcasts available to certain officials. This practice was continued 
in modified form for the duration of the agency, ome agencies, FEA 
in particular, received transeript coples in addition to the regular 
publications, 


The first attempt to distribute broadcasts, or information 


about then, Sed PUP RM eRe SB oi Ao ERE ROBES HM 2kOOOTOOBSOR TES 


STATINTL 


8 
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teristics was originally prepared for the use of the staff and was 
later distributed to a small mumber of government agencies. 

In July, after machinery for preparing Ditto copies had begt/7 
installed in the) building, the analysts and editors started 
isauance of a publication identified as Spot Bulletins, The first 
such Bulletin summarized Axis broadcasts on the subject of the 


United States' actions in connection with the boundary dispute between 


Peru and Eiidor. The second Bulletin was isaued on July 16 when 


Axis interpretation of alleged U. S. intentions toward Spain and 
Portugal cummarized. After that the Bulletins appeared with 
considerable regularity. Each dealt with but one topic although a 
series were issued on some days. 

On August 11 the format of these reports was Sess mee 
general title "Foreign Bfoadcasts: Highlights of 4ugust llth" replaced 
the former topical headings. The succeeding issues contained more 
extensive summaries of broadcasts dealing with a variety of topics 
rather than with a single subject. The reports no longer depended 
upon extensive quotations but were more largely summarization of 
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During the next several weeks the analysts and reporters experimented 
with various types of publications. Late in September the daily issucs 
were more or less routinized with the publication of four reports. Daily 
Digests of broadcasts to North and Latin America were issued separately» 
These conkained excerpts and quotations from broadeasts arranged by 
transmittera, Daily Reports were also fssued which contained 
analyses of broadcasts to North and Latin Averica also classified by 


transmitters, In addition there were special reports at irregular 


intervals containing analysis and summary of broadcasts on a given 


bepic. — on Novenber 18, the daily aaaae were combined 


ven tte ONO TOR ce, 
Memes Weer as 
eet TPM tent: ie ot yaeaitegy snes ts rene Sy AE G2 ore ee 


and published under the title of Daily Report ted eels Radio 
Broadcasts, This is the title under which the report was issued for 
the duration of FBIS. 

By this time the Report and Analysis sections were separate 
units operating independently of each other, Xweayximebuox 

The contents of the Daily Report remained the same, is Gey 
broadeasts were summarized although verbatim quotations were 


included in many instances. The number of subseribers had reached 87 


by the pnd of November. 
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Members of the Analysis Division, having discontinued publication 
of deily analyses » then turned their attention to preparation of 4 este 
publication, The first issue appeared on December 6, This first Weekly . 
Analysis reported, significantly enough, that the tone of caution evident 
in Tokyo's previous broadcasts had been abandoned during the week under 
review and that belligerence now characterized the transmissions. 

Stdll another means of commmiceating broadcasts to interested 


agencies was inaugurated about this same time, On October 26 FBMS sent, 


sere 


via a Western Union wire, broadcasts which had been requested by the 
STATINTL ME <2:<° « of the Coordinator ef ator This was the beginning 
of the wire service. The first wire was later known as the B Wire and 


the A Wire, which provided general broadcast coverage for 22 government 


agencies was inaugurated : ted in November. Each morning FBMS sent to the 


Tern se ramet ane HEIRS 


State Department a summary of radio broadeasts, The service expanded 
rapidly after Pearl Harbor. 


Within a very few days after December 7 the A Wire was on a 24 hour 


nner teracvene cer iiee RR LENG he OR nN SS ROO AER OS OTE HORE 


basis, In the first daye it carried sumaries of news pertaining to the 


attack on Pearl Harbor but was soon expanded to give more general news 
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In addition to the usual problems inherent in organizing and 
ataffing « new organization the administration was concerned to 
improve communications between the field and iashington offices. At 


first the field offices sent records fmrx to Washington for translation. 


This sometines moant a & 


thay of as much as a week in the transmission 
of broadcasts to interested agencies in Washington, One method of | 
expediting the process was the transfer to the field of monitors, 


H 
I 
translators, editors, and transcribers. Transfer of such a 


STATINTL 


tod took place in September,amit to ae ot in October, and | | 


to NNN in Deconber 1941. 

When nonitors and editors were sent to the field the problem 

STATINTL 
of commmications facilities became more serious. J relied 
upon the twx circuits of the telephone company to send urgent copy 
STATINTL 
to Washington for the first year. [I waich woe located on 
the RID post, used the twx also until RID established a teletypewriter 
2. 

circuit early in 1948. After that FBiS used the teletypewriter 
eircuit. Broadcasts were sent froo by telefex and from See 


London by ceble. Broadcasts not considered urgent were sent air 


mail from all field posts in tra,soript form. 
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To expedite transfer of broadcasts from the listening STATINTL 
post, its location was moved from ——<«——s) in the summer 
ef 1941. This brought the post within "pipe line™ distance of 
Washington and enabled the engineers to transfer ‘cadedses to 
monitora in the Washin ton office as they were coming over the air, 
Records of broadcasts were then made in ee for translation 
purposes, 


Field cperations in London, which were started on Decem cr 7,. 


1941, were of an entirely differen. character since the editors 


STATINTL 
were to work on broadcasts) Necessarily the 


problems inherent in such an operation differed from those of an 


operation in the United States, | The editors were working in a foreign 


wm [foe problem of communications was even greater than for other 


field stations, | Not only did the editors have to develop channels S!ATSPEC 


for getting broadcasts soon A ey had to devise means of getting 


- them to Weshington as soon as possible, ‘the problem of communi ations 


Approved For Relea 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDP83-00442R000100080018-2 


STATINTL 


STATINTL 


~4 
Approved For Release 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDP83-00442R000 160080018-2 


eall hourly jae for material. In betweer important texts were 
telephoned te the FBS office 

The next problem was that of getting material to Washington as 
fast as yekex possible without incurring too great costs, The first 


proposal was to sent material by radio telephone but because of 


security factors this wes abandoned, Air mail was irregula: and too 


siow go cable service became the only workable alternative, After 
editing, and reduction to a modified cablese, the copy was sent to 
the cable office by messenger or by telephone in the ase of urent 
eee It was then sent via private cable service to Washington. 


After negotiations with the cable authorities it was possible to 


. EXPEAITE 
get a priority for FBS copy which process still more, 
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By the start of 1942 FBS had taken on the structural pattern which 
characterized ita operations for the duration of the war. During 1942 
the name was changed to Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service since 
that seamed better to describe ita functions, This was one of the 
earlier recommen.ations of [MME who became Director in 
July 1942 after MB tert cor ailitary service. J reninea STATINTL 
with FBIS for two years during whici he devoted much of his time and 
energies to representing FBIS before the Cox and Lea Committees of 
Con. ressx during their investigation of the FOC, This investigation 
brought considerable public attention to FBIS, The investigators appear 
to have been primarily concerned with personnel policies but did inquire 
into the usefulness of FBIS to other government agencies, In the final 
report of the Committee, which was not issved until January .1945, 
the Chairman reported thatthe evidence submitted indicated that 
clients found the services provided by FBIS "valuable in their own 
activities." 

aa was alao active in eliminating duplication of functions 


in FBIS and other agencies and in establishment of the United Nations 


Mons tomRG, SUPE BHA RAE DUO CHIE! CIA AD PBs Mb APROTE RIDa FED aim tine 


a 
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monitoring activities of the various Allies. When he resigned in 1944 


25X1A 
the post was filled by Fi remeined one years 


25X1 
‘ | concern was the internal organization of the service 


August 1945 
which he attempted to unify. emeebe nesters he the staif of 


the FCC h was appointed Acting Directore 


STATINTL , Was g7 27 
| previously served a8 citniptnatsse oiontyai 


STATINTL 
<2ce 


At the beginning of 1942 the Service included the following 
Divisions: Monitoring and Translations; Reports, waich was responsible 
for the Daily Report and wire servi es; and the Analysis Division. 

Field operations were supervised by the Director's office and by the 
epErvisien 
Chief Editor. This Sontimed, as a matter of fact, until 
ST 
1944 when ‘etiesepquabeten was combined in the office of the Chief 
of the Monitoring Divieion, ‘The change was made to eliminate difficulties 
. coAb EAT. 

which had arisen in field administration from lack of seat Bdrdinistration 
din Washington. 

The work of dupli_ating productions , handling files and other 


administrative duties wexexex was assigned to the Hail and Files 


Dividpproveucho renamed. Administrative Services s 
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The Monitoring and Transleting Division was in the process of 
expansion webke in 1942, This continued witil, in the spring of 1943, 
STATINTL the Division hed a totel of [MI enpioyees. These were divided among 
nonttors » translators, and clerks, All told they covered 45 
lenguages and dialects in the Washington and field offices, As the 
result of the Congressional budget cut of $500,000 in 1943 it was 
necessary to reduce the size of the steff, This was done by 
elimination from the monitoring schedules of certain south European 
languages including Bulgarian, Hungarian, Slovene, Rumanian, Arabic, 
Hindustani, Armenian, and Serbo-croat. A further reduction was 
made in 1944 when Polish end Czechoslovak were eliminated, 
At the same time coverage was reduced for certain Allied 
transmissions but, at the insistence of the OWI, po STATINTL 


ETE 
was continued . This meant, in August 1946 emt severest cuts 


had been made, that out of 268 programs monitored daily by the 


STATINTL Weshington staff, 93 weref programs in various langueges, 


In an effort to fit the staff tiom to the budget it was decided 


te combine the functions of monitoring and trenalating and the same 


people then did both, This wes introduced in the fall of 1943. 
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These reductions brought the staff down to a low of 35 when 
FbIS was liquidated in December 1945. They were covering 15 languages 
in the Washington and field offices, | 

Throughout this time the monitoring procese was being perfected, 
A system of code abbreviations was developed which enabled the 
moniter-translator to reduce the amount of translation and still 
make broadcast items available to the rest of FBIS and to the client 
agencies. 4s he listened to and summarized a news anrouncenent 
the monitor indicated, on his summary, whether or not the item was 
a repeet, whether it wes new but of comparatively little value, 
and whether or not the editers and analysts who used the summaries 
eould expect a full translation immediately. Thus if an item 
was new but appeared of little value to the monitor it was marked | 
"held", An editor or analyst who was interested could then 
request « full translation, Since the records were kept the transla- 
tion could be prepared in the field and sent marked for the attention 
of the person wquesting it. Records were kept for varying lengths 


of time depending upon the torage facilities availeble. The usual 


period was 72 hours, 
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This system of marking items repeat, now, or hold was followed in 
all the Pacific area field offices and reduced the load on translators 


and on wire facilities to an appreciable degree. 
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Oue translating job which required establishment of a separate post 


was that of Japanese language programs. Military regulations prohibited 
STATINTL 
Nisei in MY © the firet MEE) office was opened in STATINTL 


STATINT i where Nisei were permitted but in limited numberse To get around 
these regulations OWI established a translation unit in MMMM end FBis STATINTE 


PY 
quickly followed suit in 1943. The raw material, thet is proadoast/in Romaji, 
STATINTL 
was sent from i >y teletype snc the translations done there. 


This office was in existence but @ short while, however. The translators 


‘were brought to Washington where they worked in the J building. the STATINTL 
SLANT Romaji was sent trom by teletype, translated and re-sent to Tint 
50 that the editors would be informed of its contentse It also ment to San 
Francisco for use of the OWI there. Transcripts of the Romaji translations were 


mimeographed in Washington for many months after this practice was stopped for 


other transcripte ° 


The Program Information Unit, which was started | 
originally intended as an information services for members of the monitoring 


staff. Its function was £5 locate new or changed transmissions and 
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and transmitters so that monitors could be kept abreast of any changes in 
broadcast schedules: 
This function was gradually enlarged until the Unit was issuing five 
regular siniiectieavs. The Program Schedules of Foreign Broadcasts was started 
in Marsh 1942 and contained a list of all kmown international transmissions for 
each 15 minute period of the days Broadcasts were classified by languagey 4-4 
frequency, Ait Anny additional information at hand was also givene The complete 
volume was revised twice each year and other revisions were issued as often 
as necessary, sometimes several times a weeks Station and Program Notes 
was inaugurated in July 1942 and was a two to four page bulletin issues several 
times a weeks tt contained notes on new stations and programs, sohedule changes, 
and so forthe 
Broadcasting Stations of the World was first Jesued in February and March 
1944. It was «a four sites atic which classified all known stations, 
except United States domestic stations, by wave length, location and call lettere 
Suppliments were issues from time to time. 
Moree and Hellechreiber Schedules of the World was first issued in August 


19442 It contained a list of all such known transmissions and showed time, 


direction and language. Revisions were issued twice yearly following seasonal 
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changes in frequency and time 


These publ icationi“we-telivered to the International aus Radio Intelli- 
gence Divisions of FCC, Je the Bureau 
of Standards, CIAA, military agencies and the OW! which valued them because 
they provided information useful to OWI in planning broadcast schedules from 
this countrye 

Still another series was the daily coverage list which showed all programs 
covered by FBIS stations. These were shown by time, language, beam and trans- 
mitter. 

Shortwave Schedule and Reception Notes was prepared by the Program 
Information ey from material sent in by ® group of approximately 12 el 
private listeners in this country, Hewaii ‘and New Zealande This was issued 
gemiemonthly and was ciroulated to the FBIS field offices, OWI, Bureau of 
Standards end to the CIAA- 

Materiel for these various publications was gathered not only from BRU 


STATINTL 


personnel, FBIS translators end Observation Monitors but from the fi 


STATINTL ee. OWI end the FBIS special consultant in 
STAT 


@t. Petersburg, has been working for FBIS since the spring of 1945. Not 
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only does he provide information about new or changed programs, he has from 
time to time recorded enasaees which were not available in Washington 
because of reception conditionss 
FIED OPERWNTIOGS 
It was the field monitoring stations, of course, which enabled FSIS 
to get its wide coverage of the world's transmitters. Through its own 
monitoring operations and in collaboration with monitoring unita of other 
Allied countries, PRIS was able to get coverage of 1800 transmitters. | 
Although the Washington office was receiving monitored broadcasts from 
the field stations in the summer of 1941, field Seetians by FBIS personne) 
STATINTL aya not start until the BMJ office was opened in October 1941. Within 
the next two months pergonnel was sent to fteid stations in SrA 
SLTINTE Ee 3«‘These stations were not all operating completely by the end 
of 1941 but the preliminary steps had been taken. 
During 1942 these offices gradually expanded their operations, although 
they encountered considerable difficulty. [NM for example, such 9 STATINTL 
OF FEE 
essential equipment as typewriters had to be obtained from Washington. @agth 
equipment was hard to aoguire in Washington ss when a shipment was finally 
STATINTL 


sent to it was lost at sea. The next attempt was somewhat more 


successful for the machines arrived. But they were so badly damaged they had 
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to be repaired. At [I the equipment problem was even more severe 
because of the military operations in progress theres Another stumbling 
block was the fact that during the first three months the actual monitoring 
was conducted in « hotel in dowmtéon The post was then moved to a 
more favorable location on the outskirts. 

the EE posts encountered fewer 
mechanical difficulties but were constantly in need of inoreased personnel. 

In London the problems were somewhat more complex. Although iz sl STATINTL 
and FBIS personnel were eager to cooperate there were obstacles to a smooth 
operation, tm Nanewaweetedeserts FBIS had to make arrangements for the 
speedy reception [MEEEmon’ toring although they were not permitted to station 


pf + 42 did the FBIS have large enou staff to rnit 
ot until June 1? ad a z gh pe Seerepee 


stationing en editor at the country monitoring post and » agreed 


to such an arrangement. This meant that the FBIS sould have access to all the 
STATSPEC 


material monitored rather than just that sent in to London 


London [the delay in transmitting scopy to the Washington office was only 


gradually overcomes In March 1942, when the London bureau was returned to the 
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The London Office also had personnel probleme since it was necessary to 
get Washington setae for all employees who were hired in England. Thie 
difficulty, too, wae overcome when the field office was given permission to 
employ such workers as were necessary without previous approval from Washington. 
the posts encountered this same difficulty but solved it by getting 


oivil service approval from local offices of the Civil Service Commission 


before sending the papers to Washington» 
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Despite all these ¢dninistrative problema the London bureau was able to 
provide the Washington office with # daily file of material STATINTL 
STATINTL a ——— || This gave the U. S. coverage of European broadcasters, principally 
—. oo 
local or home service, which were not received in this countrys This material 
was also made available to U. S- agencies in London who received duplicate 
copies of all cables sent to the Washington office. In May 1945, just prier 


to the end of the European wer, the London bureau was sending some 42,000 words 


per day over Weetern Union, Fress Wirelees, Signal Corps and OWI circuits. 


In August of 1942, FBIS added to its field posts the monitoring station 


STATINTL 


STATINTL Operation of this post enabled FBIS to intercept certain 


Russian transmissions which were sometimes inaudible in a «x. to STATINTL 


atmospheric conditions. The MM bod overlapping programSTATINTL 


schedules and duplioate personnel in some languages+ ‘The final decision as to 


which should monitor a given program was based on manpower and atmospherics. 
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oF iad 
STATINTL Because, the prohibition agsinet Nisei ne Japanese language 


STATINTL work was done in 


The fact that the OW] hed ea staff of translators in [MM made itsTaTINTL 


: 
i 
i 


possible for FBIS to get tranalations of programs for whioh the agency itself 
did not have translators.» Certain Indian programs, and broadoasts in Annamese 
and Thai were translated by members of. the OWI vate, In return FBIS provided 
OWI with rapid coverage of Far Eastern vrosdoaste for the sounter-propaganda 


4 


unit located in 


STATINTL 


Meanwhile the Allied invasion of Africa took place and brought with ita 
request from the i for establishment of a ona toeine post ot STATINTL 
Site Pe ::.:.-: of the London Bureau, went to = in canes 1942 to STATINTL 
astablish a vost for monitoring brosdoasts from Axis ee Allied countries to 
Arabic, French, Spanish, Italian and German language por Thie post served a 
KELL urpose 4n that it provided information about brondoasts to mrt Cary 


LO | 
officials on the spot as well az, the Washington office. ed a dairyS ATINTL 


TALI. 6 
mimeographed report which was distributed to military officials eee STATINTL 


a a 
tamy alco prepared a daily summary which was sent to Washington via the Signal 
Corpe oirouitae Although the staff ultimately grew to PM poopie only 5 were STATINTL 
FBIS membere. These weré editors from London and @ monitor from the Washington 


officee 
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In addition seepost sent out field teams which co¥Wred broadcasts for the 
4{ntelligence units of combat forcese Such teama took part in the several oam- 
paigns in Afrioa, Sioily and Italy» They reported to the ivteriieeane units to 
which they were attached but made no eeuaee to the | office on the broads TATINTL 
casts they monitorede These teams provided the mustene for the monitoring poste 


which were ultimately established in a -: monitor Italian home S/ATINTL 


service, Balkan and German controlled broadcasts for the information of military 


F 
4 


officials. 


\ 
\ 


RBIS participation in these ae =: Bi overstions Med with the STATINTL 
transfer of the personnel concerned to the OWI in 1945. and 1944. a 
who hed been in charge of the —<—= | returned to the United States in 
February 1944 and wae not replaced. 

SE 22 2380 the focal point for distribution of the 
daily oable from Hondee of 10,000 words concerning European transmissions not 
available in Africae This roundeup was prepared by the country staff in England 


was started in May 1943 at the request of the MM ofrice. STATINTL 
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PE oxpioyees, like those in London, ran into trouble with pay 
a7, 
roll and accounting procedures. These diffioulties indicate‘sclearly, in 
the minds of those stationed at those posts, the need for clarification of 
these procedures ag well as the need for training field employees in their 


application. 


About thie time, the aummer of LES / negotiations were begun with the 


STATINTL 
‘ | then monitoring Balkan broadcasts | 


STATINTL 


STATINTL 


who went to London in June 1943, conferred with the official in charge of 
as post with a view to making its output available to FBISe The 
Congressional hans cut of that year, however, made it impossible to send 
an FBIS editor to [I ana arrangements were made whereby the OWI financed 
the project although the editor was an FBIS employee. This eame system was 
hed been trained in FBIS techniques and needs was sent to India in 1943 at 
the expense of the OWI to prooure copies of broadcsets from transmitters in 


Unfortunately this cooperativeness was not always present in FBIS-OWI 


STATINTL 


relations in London where OWI attempted to dupdicate the work being done by 


FBISe ‘These initial conflicts were ultimately ironed out in a series of 
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conferences in Washington and New York but the extent to which OWI failed to 
acknowledge that FBIS should be the sole monitoring agency of the U. S. is 
indicated by the fact that they carried on monitoring operations at Se 
Latin American transmitters were intercepted by the field stations at 
STATINTL Po These stations were smaller than those ot RS TATINTL 
STATINTL and ft el and, contrary to the evidence presented by earlier tests, 
reception was never as good as was desired» ‘When budget outs brought about 
reduction in the attention given Latin ‘American affairs, the spevation were 
STATINTL ourtaileds The MMMMMetsff was reduced in the summer of 1943, cut to a 
minimum of two or three employees in the summer of 10944 and finally eliminated 
STATINTL later in 1944. a was sviaicated in May 1944. After that time 
STATINTL 


Washington and a 2° over monitoring of Latin American trane- 


missions. 
STATINTL 


STATINTL The summer of 1943 also saw the etart of FBIS monitoring [inn 


ie al The transmitters located in the Baltic countries and German controlled 
parts of Russia were not usually heard in London and this new post was 
expected to fill in one of the blanks in total coverage of European trans- 


mitters. Monitoring on e small scale was already being done by the State 


STATINTL  pepartment Pa this qperation wae expended by 


Approved For Release 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDP83-00442R000100080018-2 


d For Release 2002/01/30? €fA-RDP83-00442R000100080018-2 
STATINTL who @rived there in August 1943. Wioe # staff of 


STATINTL 


STATINTL 


STATINTL whieh was not heard in 


Bae Pee 
tranglatora he was able to secure texts of broadcasts from these? and aes. 


clandestine/ transmitters. The copy was cabled to London where it was ree 
sent to the Washington office. Here again successful cooperation with OWI 
reportedly enhanced the success of the work. With the progress into western 


Europe of Russian forces in the fall of 1944, the broadoasts intercepted at 


RE ».0- less valuable and the post was abandoned in December 1944. 


~ CeO Gad £2 
As official attention in the Far ast with the progress 


of the war, FBIS decided to increase its coverage of Asiatio transmitters. 


With this in mind tests were made in [MN where reception STATINTL 


_ was found to be better no i _ for certain programe. SUNT 


Because of locsl conditions, therey it was deoided to establish the post RT ATINTL 


es using facilities formerly oocupied by a private olub. 


This post was opened in the summer of 1944 and was staffed by engineers, 


‘editors, translatora and clerical employees sent from the ae STATINTL 


Washington offices. In addition, residents of the area were hired as trans= 
latorse It wes possible by this move to increase the staff of Japanese trans- 
lators since restrictions against Nisei did not apply thera. This made 


possible inoreased coverage of Japanese language transmissions, Ketnd Sap 


also able to ~~ the Yenan transmittergxtkexem from Communist China 


because it was powered by a hand generator. 
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When these three stations wore in full operation, they 


BTN covered between them on en average day 324 programs of varying length from 
transmitters in Latin America and Aslae 
STATINTL Because these BT ©2222 t102 made it no longer necessary, the 
STATINTL office was closed in January 1945+ 
Plans were being laid for monitoring posts even closer to Japane 
Tests were made of reception moudeeaone at wacko Peoifio islands and the 
station was finally eatablished | ES the spring of 1945. ‘This STATINTL 
facilitated interception of home service programs on medium and long waves 
STATINTL the Bp eration, which sa supplimented for a few months in the summer 
STATINTL of 1945 by @ station [ne was on a smaller soale than that + STATINTL 
The staff of engineers, translators, editors and teletypists worked in 


quonset huts and lived in military barracks. The important monitored mate= 


STATINTL rial was sent +o via naval communications channels. From there it was 


STATINTL gent, along with the copy, by Signal gsbes cirevits to the mainland 
for transmission to Washington. More routine translations, including 
monitors summaries, were usually sent by airmails 

In August 1945 when FBIS monitoring of Asiatic transmitters reached & 

2) Ue peak, these PE burecus were averaging 51,000 words per dey over Signal 
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As was the case in Europe, FSIS worked directly with military officials 
STATINTL at the MM posts. For example, the Navy high command in Hawaii received 
a daily summary of ~~ Eastern broadcasts monitored Ss UC STATINTL 
DPILY PEDORT y as: : 
The Report Section, too, went through tines process es expansion and 
contraction -- as did ite products. At the end of 1941 — the Daily Report ” wes 
was a comparatively small publication conkeining summaries of broadcasts 
and a certain amount of editorial comment. 
In the early months of 1948 an attempt was made to include in the 
Report verbatim coples of broadcasts using the words of the proadcaster 
-pather than of sax the editor. By summer of that year texts had almost 
completely replaced summaries in the Keport. Editors! summaries were 
still used where receptior made direct quotation impracticable but 
experience proved that users of the meport preferred verbatin texts. 
Meanwhile the contents of the Keport were Gigoedatng in vo]lume 
as FBIS coverage of world transmitters increased. This process 
continued, paralleled by increases in the personnel of the Division until 
the budget cut of 1948 made it necessary to reduce the space devoted to 


Allied transmitters and to broadcasts in languages which had proved to 


be of Little value for either propaganda or intelligence purposes. 
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ae meant giininetion of broadcasts to and about Latin America and 
reduction in the space devoted to purely military reporting, Again 
in 1944 the size of the Report and of the stuff were reduced to conform 
to budget requirements. 
Deapite these reductions the circulation of the Report continued 
to inerease. Just before the end of the war, in August 1945, the 
number of copies distribufed to other agencies had reached a peak of 
800, This had dropped to 600 by the time the Report was discontinued 
in Becember. ‘The staff also dwindled == from [J employees in the = STATINTL 
apring of 1943, ll or whom were editors, to Jin December 1945 STATINTL 
of whon[fJ were editors. 
Until 1944 arrangerent of material within the Report was based 
upon transmitters. That is, all broadcasts from a given trensastter 
were grouped together despite the fact that the subject matter might 
vary from reporting of domestic affairs to reports of alleged conditians 
on the other side of the glebe. 
At the wequest of clients is plan was changed in the spring of 


1944, to one whereby broadcasts pertaining to a particular region were 


grouped PiaggettibF onitete 2s co2OOTIOl BOAT MERDFEYA OHIO AHTSTID SEHD TE 


ILLEGIB 


STATINTL 
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into sections deally with Europe and Asia and with regional subsections 
which were determined by the content of a given day's seciaaseun 

This plan was altered again in the summer of 1945. At the request 
of certain agencies, particularly the State Department, which wished to 

— Russian and Russian controlled 

see all the output: o> egjae tiarenltias toestiey ait broadcasts from 
atwansmitter sxemamx were placed together in the European patly Report. 
This practide was not followed completely in the other sections, 

Actual content of the Report has varied considerably. At Pirst 
it contained a section entitled Highlights in which important broadcasts 
were indicated, This was replaced ultimately and the same purpose 


we 


accomplished by thoprofedure of European and Japanese progaganda 
Pn $=‘Ubese were prepared in the London and 
a 4 offices respectively and were usually fairly d etailled 
discussions of trends in radioreporting during the 24 hours. After 
the close of the war and largely because of transmission difficulties 
between London and Washington, the surveys were eliminated. 


For many months the Personal Intelligence seation led off the 


Daily. This contained information about the comings and goings of 


in American personalities 
Leading personalities. al] oreh GR d EL RDBSs-60442R000100080018-2 
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were included here although no Latin American material was contained in 
the zest of the Report. This entire section was eliminated after the 
cessation of hostilities since it was felt that individual comings and 
goings were of leas importance in peacetime, 

In September 1945 the Report was broken saga up into three deat 
Volumes, Separate sections were lasued for European, Latin American 
and Far Panter broadcasts. These wore all discontimed December 4. 

The Daily Report was supplimented from time to time by other 
publications prepared by the section, In December 1943 the Morning 
Preview was started. This waa a round up of propaganda themes for the 
Axis transmitters plus brief summaries of important news taken from 
radio sources as of 8 a, m. cach day. It wea delivered to other 
agencies by ll a, m. each day to give government officials an indication 
of the days broadcasts. In order to scale FRIS activities down to 
budget allotments the Preview was suspended in March 1944. At about 
this same time the section issued Special Keleases In ceca ILLEGIB 
These inchuded troadeasts about rartiaular news events cr leaders speeches, 
This series, too, was discontinued when staff shortages necessitated 


reducti PRE ved-FarBelease 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDP83-00442R000100080018-2 


AWIR re weaves) Release sp poor ben. RDP83- 00442R000100080018- 2 

| During 1942 the wire services appear to have gone through the 
game rrocess of choosing between editors! summaries and texts as did 
the Daily Keport. At first summaries were used rather fully but the 
elients scon made lmown their preference for full texts and this prefer= 
ence wea followed wherever possible, is with the Daily Re;ort, too, 
the editing process involved selection of importent broadcasts, aub~ 
atitution of full sates where cablese was used, and insertion of 
punctuation, After the Japanese surrender the practice of placing 
headlines on wire copy was inatituted, 

Throughout the war years the wire services operated on a round 
the cleck basis, This meant that at any time during the day or night 
broadessts given « priority rating could be rushed to the proper 
agency while nonpriority material reached them without de@ay. The 
editors received transeripts directly from the translators (by wire 
in the ase of programs received at field stations) and from the 
total take selected broadcasts of interest SOS subscriber or a 
group of subsaribers. Special bulletins. were indicated by the 


teletypewriter operation who pushed a key causing three beils to ring 


on the receiving mchines and thereby call attention to flash news. 
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An example of the speed with which wire clients received 


current news was the report of the surrender of Italy on September 

8, 1943. ee Kisenhaver's 12 136,anrowsoorert was reported by the 
A wire at 12:35 in what was deseribed as "close to text" and in full 
text at 12:41, 

In addition to transmitting texts of broadcasts the x wires 
provided clients with ees on broedeasting conditions, @& 7AZ 4 
usually peported, for example, when specified transmissions were not 
heawd. Furthermore tx they carried information items in which 
clients were given data on changes in techniques of a given trans- 
mitter or mxmx news considered to be of especial importance, Such 
information wis readily available in the wire rooms since the 4 
wire editors acted as a clearing house for field offices in this 
connection, Thus if a program regulerly monitored at one station 
was inaudible at a given time the wire desk asked another field 
atation to monitor the program. Because of the speed of FBI& 
communications this sort of interchange was possible with a minimum 
of delay, 


The Italien surrender also provided an example of the use 
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of the "For your information" bulleting. Set bees 28 RQ00 1002808 1819.3 


the A wire transmitted the following message’ 
"Bulletin 
For your information 
FCC London advises that Reuters quotes New York radio stating 
Italy surrenders. [J pesrd nothing on this so far -= Editor" 
During the war the A wire,at its peak, averaged 53,000 words of 
copy per day, This was nade up of texts conkaining political, diplomatic, 
yumx economic, military and propaganda intelligence. A survey made in 
1943 showed thet almost 75 percent of this material was not made 
available to the government agencies through any other channels. 
The A Wire usually carried the German communique in the German 
language for the wpecial attention of military intelligence officials 
as well as daily digests of propaganda themes of Axis radies. These 
digests werd, prepared in the field offices, At intervals during the 
day the wire carried reviews of developments during a given period 
of hours. For example, developments as reported by broadcasts ware 
listed for the perrens 6a. m to 6 p. my, 6 pe m to midnight and 


midnight to 6 a. me 
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In September 1945 the A iire was cut down to an 8 a. m. to 10 p. m 
operation and in November, because of staff shortages, it was cut again 
to Sa. m, to 4 pe m The wire ceased operation on December 6, 1945. 

The B Wire was used only by the OWI in New York and Washington. 
That agency satel Wek iat of broadeasts to be used in connection 
with counter propaganda. For this reason the content of the B Wire 
had a different emphasis than did the A Wire. The copy, which 
averaged 45,000 words per day, was eects by a separate group of 
editors until August 1945. 

Other wire services and their special uses were as follows: 
CG Wire ~ This circuit was inaugurated in 1942 at the request of the 

Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, It provided that agency with 
8,500 words daily of copy pertinent to Latin American affairs, It 
included broadeasts from and to Latin America, Copy for this wire, 
too, was prepared by a special editor until after the and of the war. 

Boor PH Wiire -- This cireuit serviced the Pp 
with information taken from Far Eastern broadeasta not monitored in 


STATINTL [RRR] After a few months of operating on a Western Union cirevit 


it was changed to a Press Wireless circuit which was cheaper. It 
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carried basic military, diplomatic, political md esonomic intelligence 
intercepted in the Pacific coast area. Among other things this wire 


carried the deadly roundup of Far Eastern propaganda prepared by FBIS 


the project _—- 
offices ENN. «(The naterial wes sent in cablese 
STATSPEC 


rinancea by the Orr ES 2otnc the sumer of 


1945 Press Wireless was replaced by Western Union as the transmission 

~ aia | 
channel. he end of the war it has been used only when  STATINTL 
GE Fequested 2 certain broadcast, During the war it averaged 


2,500§ words per day. 


|x Wire ~ fais service was inaugurated in september 1943 at the request 


of the OMI Propaganda Analysia section in San Franciseo, It carried a 

3,000 word daily selection of intercepts from European transmitters 

for use in counterpropagande activities in Asia, In addition to more 

or less routine broadcasts the wire carried texts of speeches by such 

Axis leaders as Hitler, Goering and Goebbels. The material was actually 
Pn 

carried on the FBIS cirevit whieh connected | 

EE 2d Washington. By moans of switching arrangements 


it was possible to send materiel to the os 2:ce of STATINTL 


eis with owt peer a copy simultaneously. Thie made 4% possible 
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b 
*o send not only the European naterial listed ayéve but texts of the 


Romaji and kana material translated in Veshington, The X wire also 


te Soe 


STATINTL 
STATINTE I) tho text of I orocdoast, 
[P M Wire -~ fis wire, which a one time was known as the E Hite, wee 


in operation from December 1942 until September 1945 and was the means 


by which FBIS informed the Provost Marshal General of the Army of 
information from and about prisoners of war broadcast by the Axia 
pared The wire carried approximately 6,000 words per day of 
messages from prisoners and references to specific men = reported by 
Rome, Berlin, and Tokyo, 

| 53 Wire =- This service was of very short duration, It was in operation 
only from September $ to September 10, 1943 and was a direct connection 
to the State Department, Texts and excerpts of broadcasts relating #& 
te the surrender of Italy were carried on the wire, 
PAPAL YSIS 

The Analysis Division followed the same pattern of expangion and 


contraction as the other divisions with the exception that the process 


of contraction was more vapid. During 1942 more and more persons were 


added to the Division until it rea hed 6, neximm of MM 4n. Go8sGeTRer STATINTL 
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of 1943. 

in 1943, however, the function of anelysis came under Congressional 

serutiny as did the rest of FBIS, Because of cuts in budgetary allot- 
ments it was necessary to reduce the size of the Division and the quane- 
tity of its output. In the Spring of 1944 as a result of these — 
pressures the Division was dissolved, The Fer Eastern section was deri GerieccAd 
combined with the like section of the Keport Division to form a 
Far Eastern Division while ths remaining sections, European, of the 
former Analysis Division were reconstituted into a Special heports 
Seogion, This new section continued, although in modified degree, 
te turn out the same kind of reports until December 1944 when it wag 
dissolved completely. For the remainder of the war the only ven of 
broadcast analysis was garried on in the Far Eastern Division, With 
the end of the war this too was abandoned since radio materials from 
Asia were no longer the exclusive source of intelligence from that 
area. 


The process of analysis as applied in the Division was the 


Sepagation of broadcasts and items therein inte various categories such 


a8 toplas HUGE br RAedoe RRARORAYS ctReRB ps These REbeaODbEDCIETE 
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then combined in one or more ways to produce a summary discussion of a 
great number of broadcast words. This method was supplimented by the | 
use of statistical or quantitave analysis until the summer of 1942. 
This process, known as coding, involved classification of breadcast | 
contdént to show the amount of time devoted to a given topic or topics. 
It was eliminated when a survey of clients showed that the results were 
little used, 
In the Mall of 1942 an effort was made to decentralize the work 
of the Division to the extent of sending representatives to London, 
cata two men hed access tof a creater volume of STATINTL 
European broadcasts than was aveilable in this country, From it they 
prepared sugmaries and analyses which were sent to Washington by 
cable -and included in the regular reports of the Division, Early 
in 1943 this theory of having sauiene at the spot where broadcasts 
were being intercepted was duplicated EE wiers one STATINTE 
of the editora, having sae aes instruction in needs of the Division, 
prepared informational reports. 
From the description given on the title page of the first 
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@% the Division. ‘The Analysis was inte: ded,according to that description, 
to*single out for discussion and interpretation broadcast material 
which may be significant from the point of view of propaganda and 
intelligence, show trends in broadcasting ag they develop from week 
to week and suggest, wherever possible, what continuing or changing 
national policy is reflected in the broadeasts of foreign countries," 
During the spring and summer months of 1942 the Weekly Analysia 
expended along with the Analysis Division, During this period the 
Division was made up of sections dealing wit h enemy and Allied 
transmitters, This pattern vas fairly Pats s howeyer, and 
was abendoned completely in 1943 at which time each ares became an 
independent section of the Division. There were sections dealing 
with Germany and German oecupied areas, Italy, British Empire, 
Soviet Union, and the Far East. Broadcasts to and from Latin 
America were handled by a separate section, | 
4s users! interest in certain Allied transmitters declined 
the wrk on hobs tncdeaes was eliminated. Russian broadcasts continued 
to attract anterest during the entire wer and were consequently empha~ 


one approved For Relesee 2002.0; eRe scsco ee 
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less and less attention. Broadcasts from China algo recetved leas 
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attention with the exception of the Yenan transmitter fron Communist 
China which was the only source of intelligence on that area, 

By the summer of 1942 the Analysis had become so large as to make 
ite processing unweildy and its usefulness to government officials 
questionable, After mking a survey of clients it was decided to 
revise the Weekly. In August it was changed to the Weekly Review. 

Each section was reduced in length, the statistics which been found te 
be of little use, were sliminated, and an effort was made to streamline 
the reports so as to give users the most useful information about 
seats trends in concise fashion, 
| Con Latte 

—Teefebiaeing sections were included in the Review more or less 
regularly Fighting Fronts under wich heading were grouped discussions 
of such topics as propagande treatment and radio reports of the Russian, 
Second, North African, Far Eastern, and submarine fronts, Then there 
were regional seotions for Latin America, British Empire, Western, 
Central and Southern Europe, Soviet union, Ker and Middle East and 


Far East. The final decision as to which sections should be included 


was based not only on the availability of radio material on a given 
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In the spring of 1944, just before it was discontinued, the Keview 
was being sent to 550 government offices, 

Tn an attempt to suppliment this general Review with publications 
of interest to specialized clients the Division undertook preparation 
of weekly tesulfs dealing with such topics as propaganda to and about 
the United States, Suggestions for counter propagandaf and blunders in 
poe propaganda, These various issues were distributed in the fall of 
1942, They were all abandoned by the end of that year, 


~ in a further attempt to meed the needs of clinets having 


g 


‘y Specialized interests the Division undertook preparation of regional 


Ny Publications, In August 1942 the Radio Report on the Fer East and 


% 


the Daily Analysis of Latin American Broadcasts were instituted, The second of 
these 

iettex discussed radio propaganda from Axis and Allied countries dealing 

with events in Latin American countries, At the request of the CIAA this 

report was sent out early each morning until May 1943 when it was changed 

to a weekly, This change followed the discovery that CIAA was also 


issueing a daily report, This analysis report was discontinued in 


August 1943 when the State Department indicated that it was no longer 
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necessary because the CIAA analysis of radio material was at hand, 
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The Radio Report on the Far East was issued twice each month 
ani etext war, It contained regular rosavts Pieter, 
Social and economic developments in the various countries of occupied 
Asin in addition to special reports on such topics as Japan's religious 
propaganda, changing propagande in China, tabulations of interpellations 
in the Japanese Diet, and health conditions in Asia, Circulation of this 
Lortnightly reached a tep of 600 in August 1945, 

The final issue in the Series, no, 61, wes distributed in October 
1945 and was an index to the issues Sppearing between January and 
August 1945, 

Publication of other regional series was begun in the carly 
months of 1943. These wers prepared for central, southern and Eastern 
Europe and were continued, sonetimes under varying titles, until the 
fall of 1944. The Eastern, fnaiysia, which contained press and radio 
material from the Soviet Union was continued until December 146 
Each of these reports contained discussions, sometimes in considerable 


ILLEGIB 
detail, of developments or conditions within the specific area intended . ||| —GIB 


toe servé officials working in that area, 
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In addition to working on these regular publications members of 


the Division ;repared special reports on occasion. These were sonetimes 
included in oSeuler publication and other tines were distributed 
separately, in this category was the Quarterly Review issued in 
March 1942, A review of three months propaganda, it was intended to 
be the first of a regular series but no later reviews were prepared, 
Alao in this category was the Propaganda Man series issued in the 
fall and winter of 1942 = 1943, This dealt with the characteristics 
of the average listener in different countres, Other such special 
reports were concerned with analysis of speeches by Hitler, cabinet 
changes in Japen, radio treatment of UNRRA, events in Argentina, ete. 
In some cases these reports were the result of collaboration between 
members of the different sections in the Divisions while others were 
prepared by one or more members of a specific section, 

A major and continuing problem of the Division was that of 
liaison a es other agencies but within FBIS xt itself, Because 
of the differences in the functions performed, and sometimes of 


personalities involved, there appears to have been considerable lack 
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Divisions of FEIS, During the existence of the Analysia Division no 
adequate ie was found for thie problem, 
tukek Relations with other governmental 4 gencies also ;resented 
ebstacles since members of the Division were frequently unsure of the 
types of materials desired by those cliente and of the uses to which 
the analyses and reporta were put. Attempts were made to fill this 
gap by conferences with the feaed and by questionnaires submitted to 
them from time to time. On the basis of the information thus gained 
ohanges were made in content and style of reports and in the mailing 
lists, 

With respect to the OWI the problem was intensified by the degree 
to which ita various divisions relied upon radio materials. In 1943 
the suggestion was made that the Division be transferred en bloc to 
OWI to facilitate increased collaboration. The suggestion was turned 
down by FBIS, however, on the grounds that such a transfer would impair 
the usefulness of the Division to eter Saints) | in OWI, Instead 
the merbers of the Division were moved to the owl offices in May 1943 


although administratively they were still part of FBIS, The move mde 


it possible for ts -to work with personnel of the OWI Bureau of 
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Overseas Intellizence in the prpparation of reguler FBIS reports, in 


answering queries and in conferences leading to formulation of OWI 
directives, 


SPE CLE E SERVICES 


iL 
Throughout the war FBIS provided additions 


‘STATINTL agencies, During the EMM Conference in April 1945, for 


example, editors in Washin ton prepared a daily roundup of radio 

reactions to the Conference, This was sent by teletype toMJ STATINTL 
STATINTL [3M where the State Department mimeographed it for distribution 

to the delegates, 

Probavly the most noteworthy of these special services was 

that concerned with ee of war. In 1942 FBIS kept files of 

prisoners of war proadeasts emanating from the Axis stations. In December 

of that year, at the mquest of the War Department, FBIS instituted the 

Prisoner of War Wire by which daily lists of prisoners mentioned or 

quoted on the radios were sent to the Army's Trovost Marshal General, 


These lists were made up of names monitored by FBIS as well as those 


STATINTLO 


nonitored i The wr service 
was discontinued in September 1945 when it became unnecessary. 


For a time FBIS sent messages to next of kin of persons mentioned 
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in these prisoner broadcasts, This was done as the result of conferences 
between Government officials who were anxious to put a stop to the 
practice of casual private listeners so informing next of kin, 
By means of Western Union channels the following notification 
form was sent to persons mentioned in the. broadcast as being the next 
of kins 
"The name of John Jones has been mentioned in an eneny 
broadcust as a Herman (Japanese) prbsoner. These etaiiy 
broadcasts aimat getting listeners for their propaganda. 
However, the Army (Navy) is checking for accuracy and will 
advise you as soon as possible," 
The Reed were charged to FBIS at Western Union's regular 
commercial rate and in August 1944 the service was discontinued as 
an @onomy measure. 
Another phase of the prisoner of war services was the sending 
to Army Air Forces in London of names of airmen listed as captured in 
GERI 


roadcastaxy monitored in this country. They were sent by 


teletype to London where the FBI3 made them available to Army officials, 
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statistics of personnel loses but in improving the morale of airmen 


d Fred t ba 
by letting then lmow that friends wi@-Sgent’to return had been captured 
and were still alive. 

During the entire war FBIS was faced with the task of answering 
inquiries from relatives of service personnel mentioned in aes 
broadeastx, This contimued evan after t.e sending of notices had been 
digcontinved and was frequently a task of some dimensions for e clerical 
ateff which was shorthanded most of the time. To facilitiate t is 

Axis. 
process name files were kept of persons nentioned in the Hroadcasts. 
This file was started in the spring of 1943 and waa handled by the 
Adbrary staff in Washington until September 1943 at which time it was 
assigned to the clerical taff of the Wire Service Section. Because 


of personnel shortages the file was stopped in August 1944 although 


that of prisoners mentioned in Japanese broadeasts was continued in 


STATINTL JM In most cases the card dontained the name of the 


Lead 


prisoner, dateyor 


ag the name of the next of kin when such information us given. If 


“Grondcest es well = | LEGIB 


the notification telegrams were not delivered that fact was nentioned 


on the a card. 
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In 1944 a Special Services Rinkatax as set up in which were 
centralized a variety of functions formerly performed by on Aefif tren tf 
sections, These included the wlection of items not distributed 
through reguler FBIS channels and which were believed to be of 
interest to special clients, such a service had been performed by 
various sects from time to time but was formalized with the 
setting vp of this Section, Items dealing with tinmamtet conditions 
for example, might be discarded frog the Daily Report and Wire Services 
due to lack of space. The special Seevieas Section, having a list 
of clients and their special interests, sent such an item to the 

ILLEGIB ((-_-._ — =F Department of Agriculture, When FBIS 
was Aiquidated the total number of persons receiving such special 
xervice had reached és e 

At the time of liquidation ‘a section was maintaining records 

of personalities mentioned in broadcasts, indexing the Daily keport 


and maintaining mailing lists for the three reguler publications, 
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